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STAFF NEWS 
 
James has been house–sitting for Carly Cheung (our 
locum veterinarian) for the last 4 months while she has 
been on holiday. He has had his hands full with 2 cats, 
and 2 staffies. For the first month, the staffies, going by 
George and Jensen, kept escaping, but thankfully they 
responded very well to Clomicalm.  The dogs have been 
sleeping in the bed, under the doona with James, and 
will be hoping to continue this trend when Carly gets 
back.  James is looking forward to catching some waves 
on his days off this summer (which explains why he 
included the picture above).   
 
As our Christmas work function, all the staff enjoyed a 
long lunch and sleep over at Hugh’s family beach shack 
in Rye.  The highlight was the butterflied lamb cooked 
on the BBQ. 
 
Mel, Karly and Tam attended the much anticipated Cold 
Chiesel concert and had a blast.   
 
Sadly, Fi’s beloved 11 year old German Sheperd,  
passed away recently.  Connor will be greatly missed, 
although Fi has many wonderful memories of him.  
 

 

  Hugh’s elder dog Billy unfortunately 
went into heart failure 2 months ago.  He 
started coughing and had exercise 
intolerance – the hallmark signs of 
congestive heart failure.  He was also 
anaemic and an ultrasound performed at 
Vermont Value Vet showed haemorrhage 
around his heart as well as evidence of 
dilated cardiomyopathy (an acquired 
heart disease).  He was placed on cardiac 
medications as well as steroids.  Within 2 
days he was back to his old self and the 
anaemia (blood loss) regenerated.  All his 
symptoms now relate to the heart failure, 
but he is at risk of another bleed around 
his heart, and we don’t know when/if this 
will occur again.  Hugh thought he was 
going to lose him so is seeing every day 
now as a blessing.   
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 Lilies are a common choice of flower in 
bouquet arrangements  for special occasions 
Unfortunately, they can be deadly to our pets.   

 

Lilies of the genera Lilium(including Easter, 
Asiatic/Oriental, Hybrid, Tiger and 
Stargazer)  and  Daya Lilies are toxic to the 
kidneys in cats.  Their ubiquitous nature to 
our domestic felines regularly lead to 
ingestion and toxicity.  

 

Members of the genus Convallaria (Lily of 
the Valley)  are toxic to the heart.  

Peace Lilies and Calla Lillies can cause oral 
and gastro-intestinal irritation in dogs and 
cats, but do not cause acute renal failure.  

The Toxin is water soluble and all parts of 
the lily, including the pollen, are toxic.   

 

Clinical signs include vomiting, salivation, 
anorexia and depression. Sudden renal failure 
can occur  within 12-18 hours, and sudden 
death has been reported after 6 to 8 hours.  

Treatment is aimed at minimising  absorption 
of the  toxin by inducing vomiting, adding  
stomach protectants, as well as fluid  therapy 
to protect the kidneys and maintain 
hydration.  

 

THE LILY- LOVELY BUT 
LETHAL  

    Classical FAD in a dog 
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Greyhounds that are adopted through GAP 
have completed a foster program that takes 
them through the transition from racing animal 
to family pet. But there are nearly 100 ex-
racing greyhounds who are in urgent need of 
adoption in Melbourne right now. 
 
 
Go to GAP.grv.org.au to find out more and to 
see photos of the greyhounds who are currently 
available for adoption. Perhaps there is a 
greyhound waiting there who is ready to 
become a part of your family? 
 
  

 

 
GREYHOUND ADOPTION 
PROGRAM  
 
The Greyhound Adoption Program, or GAP, is 
an initiative of Greyhound Racing Victoria 
(Australia) dedicated to finding homes for 
greyhounds that are no longer suitable for 
racing. 
 
While many greyhounds become available for 
adoption each year, misconceptions about these 
dogs deter people from owning them as pets. 
In the past greyhounds were required by law in 
Victoria to wear a muzzle in public, creating 
the perception that they are hostile. When they 
have been properly trained, greyhounds are 
placid and friendly, some are even quite shy - 
in fact they make terrible guard dogs! 
Greyhounds that are adopted through GAP 
wear a special green collar that identifies them 
and are exempt from wearing a muzzle. 
 
The other common misconception is that 
greyhounds need a lot of exercise, when they 
really need no more than any other active dog. 
They are sprinters that tire quickly and after a 
short, brisk walk will be happy just to lie in the 
shade (or in front of the fire.) 
 
Greyhounds are the best companion animals 
you will find. They bond very closely with 
their family and most get along well with 
children. They are quiet dogs, many rarely bark 
at all, and with a short coat they are very clean 
to have around the house. They are extremely 
smart and also have a terrific sense of fun. 
 
Any greyhound owner will tell you what a 
privilege it is to have these highly intelligent 
animals sharing their home. 
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CASE OF THE MONTH: 
DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA 
 
 
 
Jerry Patmore, a 9 year old Tonkinese cat, 
owned by Gillian Patmore, went missing for 
2 weeks. When Gillian found Jerry he was in 
a poor body condition, with breathing 
difficulties. Radiographs at another vet clinic 
revealed abnormalities consistent with 
herniated contents from the abdomen into the 
chest cavity. This is termed “diaphragmatic 
hernia” and can be fatal. These hernias are 
often the result of significant trauma such as 
car accidents. 

  

Jerry was brought to Vermont Value Vet 
for surgery. His breathing was  severely 
compromised and he was stabilized with 
intravenous fluids and oxygen 
supplementation.  Another set of xrays 
confirmed the hernia, and he was 
stabilized before Hugh and James 
performed  surgery.  
 
 As soon as the abdomen was opened, 
Jerry was unable to breathe on his own, 
and we had to manually inflate and 
deflate his lungs using our anaesthetic 
equipment.  ¾ of Jerry’s liver was in the 
right side of his chest compressing his 
lungs on that side. We replaced the liver 
into the abdomen, inflated the lungs, and 
stiched the diaphragm back to the body 
wall, restoring the air-tight seal.   
 
Jerry began to breathe on his own almost 
immediately, and we are very please to 
say he has made a full recovery.     
 
 

 
Lateral xray of a normal cat: Lateral xray of a cat with a diaphragmatic 

hernia: 

Diaphragm Lungs 

Heart 

Abdominal contents 

The diaphragm can be viewed on xray as the 
clear border between the dark area (lungs) and 
the lighter colour (abdomen) 

No distinct 
border Abdominal  

contents in chest  

Heart and 
chest pushed 
up 


